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Legislative Committee 
 November 6, 2025 

 
 To all members of the Legislative Committee, the total number of our tracked bills stayed the same at 
335, with 198 bills in Fire & Emergency Services, 76 bills in Firemen’s Home, and 61 bills in Pensions.  There are 
currently Twenty-Six bills sitting on the Governor’s Desk waiting to be signed.    
 
  The following Assembly bills have been sent to committee, if you have any question’s please let me 
know. There has no movement on these bills. Two additional bills will be in committee for discussion are 
below highlighted in blue.  
 

A5195 - Requires producer of certain firefighting equipment containing perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances to provide written notice to purchaser; prohibits sale, manufacture, and distribution of certain 

firefighting equipment containing intentionally added perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. 
• 10/20/2025 Received in Senate w/o committee reference, 2nd reading in Senate  
 

-> Fire & Emergency Services 
 
A5538 - Prohibits municipal utilities authority from charging fire district and fire department water service 
charges for fire protection systems in certain circumstances. 
• 10/20/2025 Received in Senate and referred to Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee  
 
-> Fire & Emergency Services 

 
A5877 - Revises assessment imposed on nursing homes if permissible under federal law. 
• 10/20/2025 Received in Senate and referred to Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee  
 
S4344 - Prohibits municipal utilities authority from charging fire district water service charges for fire 
protection systems if authority imposes water service charges on customers who are also taxpayers of fire 
district. 

 
A5538 - Prohibits municipal utilities authority from charging fire district and fire department water service 
charges for fire protection systems in certain circumstances. 
 

The Senate in not in session currently.    
  

 
 

https://www.govnetnj.com/GOV/billinfo?s=2024&b=A5195
https://www.govnetnj.com/GOV/pbf_edit?id=20
https://www.govnetnj.com/GOV/billinfo?s=2024&b=A5538
https://www.govnetnj.com/GOV/pbf_edit?id=20
https://www.govnetnj.com/GOV/billinfo?s=2024&b=A5877
https://govnetnj.com/GOV/billinfo?s=2024&b=S4344
https://govnetnj.com/GOV/billinfo?s=2024&b=A5538
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2025 New Jersey Election Results Overview 
 
 
New Jersey Governor’s Race 
 
In the culmination of this election which drew attention from the national media and 
political leaders alike, current Democratic New Jersey Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill (D) 
defeated Republican Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli (R) by a margin of 56% to 43%. While 
the average of recent polls taken on the Governor’s race in recent weeks showed the 
contest neck and neck, with the results largely contingent upon voter turnout in each 
candidate’s traditional voter strongholds and independent voter preference, the election 
results defied these polls with Governor-Elect Sherrill winning in areas of the state like 
Atlantic, Burlington, Cumberland, Morris and Gloucester Counties by comfortable 
margins which had previously been carried by Republican candidates in recent elections. 
Sherrill also broke a 64-year-old streak, with it being the first time since 1961 that one 
party has won the Governor’s Office in New Jersey for three straight terms. 
 
The 2025 New Jersey Governor’s race was impacted by a combination of both state and 
national issues, serving in part as a measurement of public sentiment on the work of the 
current Trump Administration and policies implemented at the state level by the outgoing 
Murphy Administration which has been in office since January 2018. The leading issues 
impacting the results of campaign included the state’s cost of living, affordability, and 
property taxes, how to curtail rising energy costs, federal immigration policy, abortion 
rights, education curriculum standards, public safety and the recent onset of the federal 
government shutdown. Also, various personal attacks were lobbed by the candidates 
themselves and their surrogates in the final weeks of this ultra-competitive statewide 
campaign which will dictate the direction of the state over the next four years. 
 
Sherrill, a Navy veteran helicopter pilot and former federal prosecutor, prioritized 
affordability during her campaign and electing a candidate positioned to counter the 
current Republican administration in Washington. Ciattarelli, who was endorsed by 
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President Donald Trump, utilized a focus on kitchen-table economic issues and providing 
a departure from the current Murphy Administration’s agenda, appealing to New Jersey's 
vast base of unaffiliated and suburban voters impacted by high property taxes and energy 
costs. 
 
Legislative Races 
While all 80 seats of the General Assembly were on the ballot this cycle, a handful of 
expectedly close contests, along with two Election Day surprises, drew the most attention 
from statewide political onlookers and how they would impact the partisan breakdown of 
the lower house next term, which currently stands at 52 Democrats to 28 Republicans. 
While a shift in power to Republican control in the Assembly was not expected, new 
Democratic gains in various districts may impact the Assembly’s overall policy agenda 
heading into the 2026-2027 Legislative Session which begins January 13th, 2026.  
 
District 2 (Atlantic County) 
In what historically was a top tier legislative race prior to the most recent legislative 
election cycles, this district which represents Atlantic City and its border municipalities 
was still too close call with one Republican incumbent trailing in the race by under 200 
votes with 95% of the votes counted. Incumbent Assemblyman and former Atlantic City 
Mayor Don Guardian (R) leads the race by a little under 1,000 votes, with retired attorney 
Maureen Rowan (D) currently in second. The other Republican incumbent 
Assemblywoman Claire Swift (R) is currently in fourth, behind Pleasantville City 
Councilmember Joanne Famularo (D).  
 
District 3 (Portions of Cumberland, Gloucester, Salem Counties) 
Incumbents Assemblywoman Heather Simmons (D) and Asemblyman David Bailey (D) 
defeated Republican challengers Gloucester County Commissioner Chris Konawel (R) 
and Harrison Deputy Mayor Lawrence Moore (R). 
 
District 4 (Portions of Atlantic, Camden and Gloucester Counties) 
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Incumbents Assemblyman Dan Hutchison (D) and Assemblyman Cody Miller (D) defeated 
Republican challengers Winslow Township School Board member Gerard "Jerry" 
McManus (R) and Gloucester Township educator Amanda Esposito (R). 
 
District 8 (Portions of Atlantic and Burlington County) 
Incumbent Assemblyman Andrea Katz (D) and her Democratic running mate Hammonton 
Education Association (HEA) President Anthony Angelozzi defeated incumbent 
Asemblyman Michael Torrissi (R) and former Assemblyman Brandon Umba (R). Umba 
looked to take back his seat after losing his last race to Assemblywoman Katz in 2023 by 
238 votes.  
 
District 11 (Portions of Monmouth County) 
Incumbents Assemblywoman Margie Donlon, MD (D) and Assemblywoman Luanne 
Peterpaul (D) defeated Republican challengers former Neptune City Mayor Andrew 
Wardell (R) and U.S. Green Building Council of NJ co-chair Jessica Ford (R). 
 
District 16 (Portions of Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, and Somerset Counties) 
Incumbents Assemblyman Roy Freiman (D), chair of the Assembly Financial Institutions 
and Insurance Committee, and Assemblywoman Mitchell Drulis (D) defeated Republican 
challengers Raritan Township Committee Vice Chair Scott Sipos (R) and Hillsborough 
Township Deputy Mayor Catherine Payne (R). 
 
District 21 (Portions of Middlesex, Morris, Somerset and Union Counties) 
Incumbents Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, RN (R) and Assemblywoman Michele 
Matsikoudis (R) were defeated by Democratic challengers Summit attorney and former 
federal prosecutor Andrew Macurdy (D) and Garwood Councilman Vincent Kearney (D) by 
more than 6,000 votes. This district had been targeted by Democrats since 2019, with this 
race adding to other potential pickups made by Democrats in legislative races statewide.  
 
District 25 (Morris and Passaic) 
As of late Election Night 2025, the district 25 race has become unexpectedly close, with 
the possibility of a split ticket becoming a reality with over 95% of the votes counted. As of 
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the early hours of November 5th, incumbent Assemblywoman Aura Dunn (R) was leading 
the field by less than 700 votes but will likely win another term in the Assembly. Her 
running mate incumbent Assemblyman Christian Barranco (R) currently sits in third, 
trailing by 245 votes from second place. Democrat Marissa Sweeny (D), a registered 
dietitian nutritionist and founder of Be Well Integrative Health Services from Morristown, 
currently runs in second. Sweeney’s running mate, Morristown Councilman and civil 
engineer Steve Pylypchuk is currently in the fourth position, 2,100 votes behind Sweeney.  
 
District 38 (Portions of Bergen County) 
Incumbents Assemblywoman Lisa Swain (D), chair of the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee, and Assemblyman Christopher Tully (D), chair of the Assembly Science and 
Technology Committee, defeated Republican challengers Glen Rock business owner 
Barry Wilkes (R) and Paramus Councilman Robert Kaiser (R). 
 
If these Assembly results hold, Democrats will have expanded their majority by 5 seats, 
securing a 57 to 23 seat advantage.  
 
Finally, the only race in the New Jersey Senate occurred in a special election in District 35 
(portions of Bergen and Passaic Counties), where incumbent Senator Benjie Wimberly (D) 
easily won to remain in his seat for the rest of his current term after assuming the office 
from Congresswoman Nellie Pou (D-9) in 2025. Senate Democrats already hold a 25-15 
seat advantage in the upper house. 
 

Richard K. Dreby 
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